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Our Wildlife
If we can achieve high-quality waters in our Catchment, lots of benefits follow.  Following 
are drawings of a few examples of the variety of species which we might see in our River 

and along its banks.
 

Humans

Trout

Otter

How many species can you find?
Tick the boxes of any of the species below that you are lucky to see… 

tell your friends and family!

Eel Minnow

Stickleback

Salmon



Our Bugs
The Aquatic Insects that we find in our local stream can tell us what the water quality is 

on what is known as the ‘Q Scale’, so:
  

Q1 = Very Poor   Q2 = Poor   Q3 = Moderate   Q4 = Good   Q5 = Very Good

Q1 =  Worms  Q2 = Whirligig Beetle  Q3 = Water Boatman/Caddis  Q4 = Mayfly  Q5 = Stonefly

Q4    May Fly Q5   Stone Fly
Q5   Stone Fly

Q4  May FlyQ3 Water Boatman Q3 Cased Caddis Fly

 Q3  Water BoatmanQ2 Whirlygig BeetleQ1     Worm
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River Feale Habitats & Species
From its source in County Cork the River Feale, one of Ireland’s most vibrant rivers, flows through 

proud villages, towns and agricultural land (all with rich historical, cultural and sporting traditions) as 
it passes through Counties Limerick and Kerry before emptying into the Mouth of the Shannon and 

the Atlantic south of Ballybunion.  

The source stream (Eroding / upland rivers FW1) of the Feale is in forests (Conifer plantation 
WD4) northeast of Rockchapel, County Cork, a few hundred meters south of Mullaghareirk Mountain 
(405m). Up- and down-stream of Rockchapel village the river runs through steep sided valleys, where 
the Breanagh River is the first major tributary. Below this the river leaves Cork behind and becomes 

the Kerry/Limerick border for 22km to Abbeyfeale.  In this section the river widens, as it passes 
through more fertile grazing farmland (Improved agricultural grassland GA1). Treelines (WL1) of 
willow, ash and sycamore become more common, providing dappled light for fish to look for newly 

hatched insects. 

The River Feale is a designated Salmonid Water under the E.U. Freshwater Fish Directive; one of only 
a handful of such rivers in the country. The Feale is a spate river, meaning that it is prone to floods 

and sudden increases in water levels with rainfall. Increased flow is the trigger that encourages 
salmon and sea trout to begin the journey upriver to the spawning streams and gravels. Some of the 
best salmon beats are found between Abbeyfeale and Listowel as the river starts to meander and 

has developed substantial gravel and sand bars as the result of the frequent floods; though 
dramatically falling numbers of salmon in the Feale are of great concern. The river has traits of both  
Depositing Lowland River FW2 and Eroding / upland rivers FW1, depending on rainfall and how 
strong the river is running. One of the more unusual residents of the River Feale is the Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel (FPM), which can live for 120 years. This large freshwater bivalve is threatened by poor 

water quality and siltation, and there are concerns that the River Feale FPM population 
could go extinct. 

Finuge Bridge, about 4km southwest of Listowel, marks the transition from freshwater to Tidal 
river (CW2). As the river passes the lowland peat bogs (Cutover bog PB4) of northwest Kerry, it is 
slowed by the tidal influence and becomes an Estuary (MW4). The flora and fauna change as stands 
of common reed are noted, and Twaite shad can be found in the estuary. These shad are a species of 

herring that live at sea and in estuaries, and move up river to spawn in September. 

In the last 10km of these tidal and estuarine sections of the Feale it is known as the Cashen River. 
The Cashen estuary enters the River Shannon estuary about 3km south of Ballybunion town.  The 

River Feale is a lively and unpredictable river that connects three counties and is a habitat for many 
rare and unusual animals. 




