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Proposal for an All-Ireland
Wildlife Web

The tow-path along the River Barrow...one element of an All-Ireland Wildlife Web?

In 2016, across Ireland we may still find many rare and ‘Red-Listed’ species, including
kingfishers, dippers, hen harriers, otters, salmon...from the Lough Neagh Catchment in the
North to the shores of west Cork in the South...unlike most of the wider European Union.

Will we be the generation who preside over the loss of this fragile
Biodiversity, and the Habitats upon which it depends?
Or the generation which secures effective conservation?
Though Ireland has many protected areas, the effectiveness of these could be vastly
increased by the provision of formal linkages, or corridors, between them. This proposal is
a Call to Action addressed to Government Departments & Agencies to facilitate and
commission a readily achievable ‘All-Ireland Wildlife Web’, which would win ‘hearts &
minds’ and place Ireland in the vanguard of Biodiversity protection.

Proposal for an ‘All-Ireland Wildlife Web’
What we have...and what we may lose!
“…we should not limit our attention to protected areas. If we do we will
be left with a patchwork quilt: pockets of nature in a desert of destruction. We need to identify and promote synergies between biodiversity
protection and other policies.... Over the course of next year, I hope
there will be a particular focus on protecting biodiversity. We will need
new thinking if we are to move beyond business as usual.”
- José Manuel Durão Barroso
Despite numerous efforts including Habitats and
Water Framework Directives, and despite some glimmers
of hope, we are not winning the campaign to protect
our Waters and our Wilds. We need innovative and
creative efforts to truly turn the tide in favour of
achieving thriving Human Communities against the
background of a rich Biodiversity!

Why we need an
‘All-Ireland Wildlife Web’
Existing conservation areas have typically been
established over time in a piecemeal, ad hoc way
to protect specific endangered species or habitats
rather than through a systematic process
taking into account the full range of species,
habitats, and ecological processes that comprise
regional biodiversity. The result is an archipelago
of conservation areas that not only fail to contain
the full spectrum of biodiversity, but that are also
isolated from one another within a human-dominated
landscape. Because of this isolation, conservation
areas are often cut off from ecological processes, such
as dispersal or migration, that normally serve to maintain
species populations in a given location, so that over time
the very species and habitats that were the original reason for
establishing conservation areas may suffer serious limitations in
numbers, area, genetic interactions, or health.
Developing linkages or corridors of natural vegetation between
existing conservation areas has the potential to not only provide
a pathway for dispersal, migration, pollination, and other ecological
processes that are critical to maintain biodiversity within conservation
areas, but also the potential to be designed in such a way that
the corridors themselves incorporate additional habitats and

species in addition to those present in existing conservation areas so
that overall regional biodiversity is better represented and protected
within the web of linked conservation areas.

How do we achieve ‘the Web’?
In the context of Ireland, an all-island web of corridors, linking all
protected areas from marine and coastal through the spectrum
of low-land (and freshwater aquatic-) habitats and extending to
highland areas, would deliver greater potential for maximising
biodiversity potential.
Existing linear (e.g., disused railways, electricity
distribution easements, various order streams, canals,
hedgerows, rural rights-of-way, etc.) and spatial (e.g.,
designated portions of State-owned forestry and
peat resources, water bodies) assets are well placed
to contribute to this objective.
Future Agricultural Environmental Options
Schemes
(AEOS)
and
CAP
“greening
measures” and GLAS schemes could be
tuned to incentivise a conscious linking of
designated portions of contiguous participating
farms to further assist in establishing corridors;
with ‘joined-up thinking’ ensuring that farming
communities are incentivised to contribute
and participate.

Who could achieve ‘the Web’?
Beyond the concerted cross-border cooperation of
State Agencies North & South (including Departments
of Agriculture, Waterways Ireland, etc.); in the belief
that such a concept would ‘win hearts and minds’ to its
cause; and in the spirit of Aarhus and “bottom-up participation”,
a concerted effort could be made to elicit ideas and spatial
resources from farmers (as primary stewards), non-agricultural
landowners (both rural and, where relevant, sub-/urban), Community
& Voluntary groups such as Tidy Towns, and other appropriate
corporate and public entities to augment the efforts of local and
regional Authorities.

‘Ireland is home to 28 species of land mammal, over 400 species of birds, more than 4,000 plant species and over 12,000 species of insect. If we want all of this to survive, we must ensure that there are enough suitable areas
for all these species to flourish. Recent economic success in Ireland has placed strains never seen before on our environment. At the same time, farmers who own the land where much of our wildlife resides are themselves
facing an uncertain and difficult future. As agriculture changes, conditions for much of our wildlife will also change. While technological advances provide new environmental opportunities, for example, wind-farms provide
great possibilities for green energy but these also cost in disturbance in hitherto isolated and untouched mountain areas. Conserving species in their natural habitats requires a strategic approach to succeed. One of these
is to ensure the adequate conservation of habitats where many of our plants and animals live. Rare and fragile species such as the corncrake and the blue cornflower were found all over the country 50 years ago
but now have almost disappeared... ‘ NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICE www.npws.ie

Adoption of a dedicated “All-Ireland Wildlife Web” linking existing protected areas would have the
capacity to greatly increase the prospects of Irish compliance in meeting compulsory EU biodiversity
objectives for multiple species and habitats; and would in all likelihood achieve a multiplier effect for the
wide efforts to achieve this state, while establishing Ireland at the cutting edge of
biodiversity conservation best practice.

An ‘All-Ireland Wildlife Web’
We can make this happen...and by doing so;
bequeath a legacy of rich Biodiversity upon our
great-grand children!
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